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% DEDICATED TO THOSE WHO DIED IN ASIAN WATERS
They fought the seas
~and won the depths.

% DEDIE A CEUX QUIVONT LUTTE ET LAISSE LEUR VIE
~ AU FOND DE L’OCEAN,

en cherchant la Liberté perdue...
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% DE TUGNG NIEM NHONG DONG BAO
PA BO MINH GIUA DAl DUONG.
— Cac Ban khong thua trong cu()(z:
chién dau gianh Ty Do trén bién ca.
— Cac Bqn“ da thing dugc ludng tam nhan loai.




FOREWORD

Many dedicated persons from several countries have
contributed to the publication of this book. The pitiful situation
of the Indochina refugees compels us to inform people all over
the world. The preparation for this book took several months.
The photographs made public here were often taken with many
risks and dangers. ‘

Forced to flee from their own countries in search of
freedom, the refugees are everywhere under a most rigid
castody. They are excluded from all human societies. Those

(13 Sy
guarding’’ them resent any outsiders even getting i
with them. getting in contact

Infants, youngsters of all ages and the elderl
the over one hundred thousand [100,000] Indochil)l,aar:lc:;:n ::(gl
Xomen refugees. They have nothing that resembles a house.
Boat people’” who are forced to live on their boats have an
espe?ially hard and almost unbearable way of life. Work would
be a joy but there is none. Rice is insufficient and the refugees
are hungry after a meal. The few doctors are unable to take care

of so many sick and wounded. Their future looks black and
hopeless.

The present fight of the refugees is to obtain freedom. All
over the Asian region, Asians have become slaves of oppression
and enslaving ideologies, destitution and illiteracy. They are the
prophets of today’s society, suffering their message of full
liberation and freedom for the Asian people and for all of
mankind.

ANDO ISAMUS.J.
Director

Asian Relations Center
Socio-Economic Institute

Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan.
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LOl MO DAU
Trude tinh trang bi thim cua nhiing ngudi ti nan Péng
Duong, nhimg ngwdi qua cim thudc nhiéu quéc gia da quy tu lai
va quyét tam thuc hién quyén sich nay d€ cong bé cho ca thé
gi6i nhin 16 tham kich cta thé ky 20 nay. Viée sia soan cuén sich
nay da mét nhidu thang va nhitng tdm hinh trong cuén sich nay
dudc chup véi muén van khé khin, nguy hiém hau cong hién
quy doc gia.

Nguoi ti nan da phai roi bo dét nuéc d€ tim ty do dang bi
chinh phul cdc nwdc xua dudi hosic canh chiing git gao trong cac
trai ti nan. Ho la nhiing ngudi xa la bi gat bd khéi xa hoi loai
ngudi ciing nhy bi cdm lién lac véi the giéi bén ngoai.

Hon mét tram ngan ngudi ty nan Dong Dudng gém ca
nam phu lao #u. Ho khéng cé dén mét cin nha ding nghia.
Nguoi tj nan bang thuyén da bi cuong bach song trén thuyén
trong 16i séng tuéng chiing khéng th€ chiu dung noi. Khéng
cong an viéc lam, thyc phim khong da, nguoi b thueng, bi bénh
khong dudc sian séc. Tuong lai ho that den t6i va tuyét vong.

Rét nhieu doan thé chi nguyén trén thé gidéi da va dang
hiép luc giip 45 dan ti nan. Pang tiéc thay, chinh phti cac nuéc
lai khéng c6 thién chi cdng tac vi s¢ phai déi lap véi cac chinh
pht hién tai § Pong Duong. Van dé dan ti nan di trd thanh cdn
bénh bit tri nhu céc bénh nghéo khé, thit nghiép, kém md mang
cua cac quéc gia A Chau. ' ’

Quyén sach nay trinh bay thuc trang khén cung bi thuong
ctia dan tj nan, dong théi truyén rao di nhiing 15i kéu cdu théng
thiét ciia ho dén nhan loai trén toan ciu. Chiing ta hiy vuet qua
bién gidi quéc gia, di biét tu tudng dé cung chung sdc giip nhiing
ngudi dong loai anh em tai cac nuée A Chau.

Ho dang tranh dau d€ gianh TU DO.

Hién nay dan A Chau tré thanh né 1¢ vi bidan ap va né
1¢ chi nghia, ban cing va nan ma chit. Nguoi ti nan Ia nhiing
nha tién tri cda xa héi hién dai, truyén dat dén ching ta 16i kéu
goi :“HAY DEM LAI TU' DO VA GIAI PHONG HOAN TOAN
CHO CACDANTOC A CHAU CUONG NHU TOAN THE NHAN
LOAT”.

Giao su ANDO ISAMU S.J.

Giam déc,

Trung Tam Nghién Citu A Chau,

Vién Kinh Té&-Xa Héi, Dai Hoc Sophia, Tokyo, Japan.




s THESE SHIPS RESCUED THE BOAT PEOPLE. w PAY LA NHUNG CON TAU CUU TINH CUA
There, captain and crew will live forever in the NGUOI VUQT NAN BANG THUYEN. Ndi do,
heart of the boat people. hinh anh cia nhitng vi 4n nhan thuyén trudng va
thiy thd doan vinh vién séng maii trong long
m CES BATEAUX ONT SECOURU LES “BOAT ngudi vugt nan bing thuyeén.
PEOPLE” REFUGIES. Les capitaines et les \
équipages resteront a jamais dans le mémoire ® ZHODEHEIHRZHE L2, MELHEED
des ‘‘boat people’’ réfugiés. ANz DRIFHEROLOPIKEIZES L L S,

TAISEI MARU NO. 87, June 26, 1975. TOMOCO, July 16, 1977.

UNITED ENTERPRISE, August 29, 1976.

5.5. JUNYO MARU, August 9, 1977.

S.S. LILAC, June 6, 1977. EUPHRATES MARU OSAKA, October 8, 1977.
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@ OURSMALL BOATS DRIFT.
We are the foam
fioating on the vast ocean
we are the dust
wandering in endless space
our cries are lost
in the howling wind

@ THUYEN NHO GIT'A BAI DUONG.
Chting tdi 1a bet bién

trdi giat gilta ménh méng

chiing i la hat bui

trong khéng gian vé cting

tiéng chiing tdi lac mat
trong gid rit ting khéng

NOTRE PETITE BARQUE.
Une écume nous sommes
portée dans immensité,
un grain de sable nous sommes
emporté dans I'infini,
notre voix se perd

dans le sifflement du vent
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@® The cover picture is a raft made of the
used gas drums by Mr Nguyen Van Phong, 51,
a small businessman in Gia Dinh. With the
help of his three sons, the raft was finished
after three months of assemblying.

This raft was built two rows of empty gas
drums which combined 18 drums per row, and
the drums connected by metal chains and
wooden bars. Equipped with 2 motors, 10
H.P. and 7 H.P. respectively, this raft has
yielded an everage speed of 10km per hour and
run 22 hours per day.

Besides Mr.Phong’s family, there were 3
friends of his son and specially a 3 month-old
baby, totally 14 people on the raft. They left
Saigon river on Sept 23, 1975 and directed
toward the ocean line by passing Vung Tau
gate. Luckily, they were picked up about
175 miles from Vung Tau beach on the morning
of Sept 27, 1975 by Shokomaru, a Japanese
commercial ship. []

® Hinh bia 13 chiéc be dong bing nhitng
thing xdng do dng Nguyen Vin Phong 51
tudi, mSt nha ti€u thudng & Gia PDinh.

Véi sutrg Iuc cia 3 ngudi con trai clia ong,
chiéc be da d’u()c hoan thanh sau 3 thing troi
rdp ndi.

Bé dudc két thanh bang 36 thing phuy
xang, hai hang moé1 hang 18 chiéc véi dai sit
va thanh gé.

budc gdn 2 mdy Yanma 10 Ma luc va 7
Ma Iuc. Téc db trung binh 10km méi gic.

Chiéc bé da chd 14 ngu?c‘n gom vd, cdc con
cla dng va 3 ngudi ban cda con 6ng rdi Saigon
ngay 23-9-75 di ra cla Nha Bé Viing Tau. Trén
thuy&n con ¢6 1 hai nhi 3 thang dudc tau
Shokomaru , Nhit Bdn cttu sing sém ngiy
27-9-75 cach bd bién phia Péng Ving Tau
175 dam.[]

* Mr. Yoshida.
THE

m Cover picture taken by Mr. Yoshida
on Sept. 27, 1975.

m Hinh bia do anh Yoshida, thdy thd
tau Shokomaru chup ngay 27-9-1975.

= Photo en couverture prise par
M. Yoshida le 27 Sept. 1975.
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® Voicile radeau composé de 36 tonneaux de
métal de Monsieur Nguyen Van Phong, 51 ans,
un petit commergant 4 Gia Dinh.

M.Phong, avec I’aide de ses enfants,
avait mis 3 mois pour redliser ce radeau. Il se
composait principalement de 2 rangées de 18
tonneaux vides, et était propulsé par deux
moteurs respectivement de 10 et de 7 cheveaux.
Il se déplagait & une vitesse moyenne de 10
km/h et pouvait fonctioner chaque jour de 22 3
24 heures.

Ce radeau transportait 14 personnes,
la plus jeune...c’etait un bébé de 3 mois, ayant
quitté Saigon le 23 Septembre 1975, était
repéché par le bateau Japonais Shokomaru
au matin du 27 Septembre 1975, i plus de 280
km de Vung Tau (Cap St.Jacques).[]
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PLAN OF GAS-DRUM-RAFT
GIAN PO BE PHUY XANG
PLAN DU RADEAU DE TONNEAUX
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o The joyful faces of 14 refugees after they are just
saved.

 Nhiing nét m4t hin hoan cta 14 ngudi ti nan vira
dugc ciiu thoat Ién tau Shokomaru.

® Visages remplir de joies de 14 refugiés venant d’étre
sauves.

OHHEBOF L VWAL LH L UACEREL b,

® Before leaving Shokomaru, Mr. Phong receives a
gift from the captain who rescued his family.

o Ong Phong nhan qua ting t thuyén truing, nguéi
@4 ctru vdt gia dinh dng trude khi rdi tau Shokomaru.

® Avant de quitter le Shokomaru, M. Phong regoit un
cadeau du capitaine qui a sauvé sa famille.

O AL Ao T LEREWMERH L HBBLRAOM
&,

© With a warm reception when arriving Japan, 14 boat
people have their first meal at the Yokohama
Catholic center.

® 14 ngudi viigt nan duge an cin dén tiép khi vida dt
chan lén a4t lién, ding bifa com d3u tién tai trung
tam Céng gido Yokohama.

® Accueil chaleureux réservé aux 14 personnes qui

prendient leur premier repas aprés leur arrivée au
centre catholique de Yokohama, Japon.

0L IR LENFEN P UAGKEED M) v ot
PE-TRTHEEBLUACHER:,

oln 1954,the Communists took over North Vietnam, more than 800,000 people had to flee to the South by every means.

oN3m 1954, mién Bdc Vigt Nam bj Cong san hoa, hon 800.000 nguti 3 ding @i moi phuong tién 08 xudi Nam tim ty do !

oEn 1954, les Communistes se rendaient maitres du Nord-Vietnam, conséquence : plus de 800.000 personnes, par tous les moyens, ont
réussi 4 trouver la liberté au Sud.

e BUAZIEMFEL I hTzdb R P FLd b FBOTANDALL HBEERSD TH~KEHL 2.

e

mboo raft of refugeessiromNorth-Vietna
¢ 1am biing tre cva danvulf nan miewegc Viel Nam nam 1954:
Radeau et bambou deg refugiés Nord-Vigtnaniiens en 1854.» 2

o BROEN T A ETHET 2RRL S,




e SONG BE 12 - FREEDOM FIGHTER: » Bateau historique : ““SONG BE - LIBERTE"”

They amazed the world by “borrowing™ qui faisait parler de lui dans le monde !

the new Government’s ship.

Hist ill not f t th ' t! . ,
istory will not forget the daring even » Con tau lich str: “SONG BE -TY DO”

cHRABESCIERHATY O N-BHE lam chéan déng thé& gi6i !

dos.
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® The daring hi-jack voyage of the present
Vietnam Government’s ship, the SONG BE 12,
made headlines and news reports all over the
world.

The 120 ton, 36 meters vessel raced to
Australia with 179 aboard. History will recall
the ingenuity and courage of the Captain and
his friends.

You’ll delight in 1 this story and pictures,
by the Captain of the happy hi-jackers !

(See page 24).

@ D¢ tim TeDo, ngudi ti nan khéng nhiing
chi’ vudt dai durdng bang nhutng thuyén nho
ma con xii dung ca tau 16n d€ ra di.

Ngay 7-11-1977, 179 ngudi ti nan da cﬂ&ng
doat Tau Séng Bé 12 dai 36m, trong tai 120
tan vuot dai dwong di thing dén Uc Chau la
mét sd klen hi hitu gay chdn déng khdp ndi trén
thé gidi.

Chung t6i xin gidi thiéu hinh 4nh va thién
| ‘, héi ky cda Thuyen tnrdng cing Ban chi huy tau
“ Song Bé 12 viét vé chuyén di lich si nay. (xem
i trang 27).
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® A la recherche de la liberté, les réfugiés
non seulement utilisaient de petites barques
fragiles, mais encore des bateaux pour
traverser ’ocean.

Le 7 Nov 1977, 179 personnes réussiss-
aient de ruse & mettre leurs mains sur le bateau
SONG BE 12 de 120 tonnes et de 36m de long,
qu’ils utilisaient pour aller directement en
Australie, ¢’était un fait qui surprenait le monde!

Nous vous présentons ici les photos
et le récit du Capitaine de ce bateau enlevé
des mains communistes.

® (V> ~I2)
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After arriving P. Tengah, the
refugees on this island greet
their fellowmen happily by
sharing some food.

*

Tau Séng Bé-12 via dén ddo
P. Tengah dan vugt nan tam
teti trén ddo vui mimg chao don
chia phiin lvong thuc cho aong
bao trén tau.

[ ]

Aprés leur arrivée a P. Tengah,
_les refugiés ont rencontré un
accueil chaleureux des anciens
sur cette ile tout en partageant

NEX, ZIUVERERS,
 LEBREDLUITESLH YR
2B A%

L]

From left :

Captain Tran Phuoc Hau,
assistant Lu Ngoc Son and two
sailmen.

L ]

Tirtrai qua phai :

Thuy?an trudng Trin Phudc Hau
thuyen pho L& Ngoc Sdn, va
2 thuy thi tau Song Bé 12.

De gauche a droite :

Capitaine Tran Phuoc Hau,
Assistant Lu Ngoc Son et deux
marins.

[ J
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SONG BE 12
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SONG BE-12 SONG BE-12

« Refugees lie all over, inside and outside the ship deck.

o Dan vuot nan n3m la liét trén boong tau va trong hém tau.
o Refugiés epuisés sur leur bateau.

o MATHBEE,

L]
Good bye to the refugees on P. Tengah, Song Be-12
directs to Australia.

[ ]
Tam bigt ddng bao tj nan trén ddo P. Tengah, tau Song
Bé-12 hudng vé Uc Chau.

I.\dieu aux refugiés sur P. Tengah, Le Song Be-12 prend
la direction de I’ Australie.

=
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SONG BE (2

SAIGON

SONG BE 12:

Journey to Freedom

Sydney, Australia-Jan. 6,1978.

The smell of death, anxiety and fear
pervades the city of Saigon after two and a
half years of the new goverment’s rigid rule.
It is a dead city if judged by human rights,
freedom and decency. People walk hurriedly
and singly wherever you look. Life could
change radically in a moment with the next
person you meet. Even a close relative cannot
be trusted. His existence may depend on
providing the government’s agent with inform-
ation of a close one. Truly the enemy may be
one in your household...the new regime has
arranged all that.

I worked for the new rulers of Vietnam.
It brought certain material benefits, but free-
dom of movement is a fond memory. Everyone
is controlled like robots, or yoked like oxen,
plodding mechanically in a limited -circle.
One longs to talk to others but dares not.
The government covers its many mistakes.
One may not frown or wrinkle a brow in ques-

tioning or disapproval. The one within ear-
shot or walking near by might be the secret
police. The devilishness of communism...it
makes spies of brother on brother.

Is there a person in Vietnam who has
not thought of fleeing through the forest
or risking life on the seas ? We heard of the
barges made from metal barrels which mir-
aculously brought people eventually to Malay-
sia, Japan and even Australia. The seas had
claimed half their numbers we were told.
I was lucky to work in a shipping company,
and knew the seas and the neighboring ports
to where I had travelled before. The crew of
our ship hoped for a journey abroad. But no
one would even hint of it to the crew member
beside him, even if they had been friends.
But I vowed to escape, and I knew there were
others aboard of the same mind. The leaders
of the SONG BE 12, sure of each others good
faith, talked it over and decided to choose

other comrades. By the end of July 1977
we had our team. We would try to escape
srom Vietnam even at the risk of life. Aboard
our ship were only three Communist cadres.
Their work was in the engineering part of the
operation aboard the ship, but their main
nfiission was to observe us, control our activ-
ities, and regiment our thoughts. We took the
greatest pains to hide our plans or intentions.
wWe worked zealously, and they saw us as
“a good worker and a good political learner’’.
They were probably happy at the way we
gwallowed the party-line. But we didn’t overact.
We sensed the disatisfaction of the three
agents. They were still poor after years of
‘“fighting against imperialism’. The fall .of
the government, they thought, would bring
them what they envied in others...money and
things. They had little more than the bare
essentials, and we had more than they. They
craved alcohol, and so we brought them to the
bars with us. It helped our relationship. Their
craving for drink was to help our plan to
succeed.

Two months passed since we had vowed
to escape. We ignored each other in front
of the three agents, with no sign of special
friendship among us. We’d even argue at
times or even fight. Outwardly they saw us
reluctantly tolerating each other. But inwardly
we were one, and on week-end evenings, we
would meet in a restaurant where no one
knew us. We took pains not to be followed.
If another came into restaurant, we would
soon conclude our meeting and depart. When
we were with the three agents, we adopted
their topics of conversation and even tried
to walk like them and to dress as casually
as they did. Our plans were being polished
with the time and remained hidden. We set
aside necessities we’d need for journey. We
reviewed the experiences of others we had
heard about, and anticipated running into
problems once we made the break. The ex-
perience of the VAM CO 16 give us some ques-
tion to consider. Once we were tipped off that
we were being shadowed by the secret police,
in spite of our most careful planning.

The shipping company had its observers
t00. All this presented obstacles to our meet-
ings, and prolonged the time of preparation.
But we determined to persevere.

To leave without our families was out of
the question. To help us to get them aboard
meant we had to include more in our plans.
Contacts were slowly and carefully made
because of the ever present secret police.
The preparation was completed as good as

25

we could expect. On November 7-1977 the
SONG BE 12 would leave Saigon for its
scheduled destination PHU QUOC. Our
families were instructed to go to Vung Tau
before. Full of anxiety we could not sleep
for two days before the final departure hour.
But we left at the scheduled moment on the
7th, and the SONG BE 12 plowed through
the seas on the most adventuresome trip it
had ever made.

Two hours after leaving we invited the
three cadres into a room at 10:00 A.M. to have
a drink of their cherished whisky. One of
them held back from drinking. But when
our conversation turned toward talk of a
“‘smuggler’”’ of our famous Vietnamese food
condiment ‘‘nuoc mam’’, and peppers from
Phu Quoc, the greed was touched in the man,
and he drank happily with the others. Two
glasses of whisky with sleeping drug as a
mixer were enough to have the Government’s
agents sleeping like babies. While the crew
ate lunch, the SONG BE 12 was turned toward
Vung Tau, and we now acted boldly and were
determined to carry out our well laid plan.
Our leader group had tied the three sleeping
men, and set aside the two loaded CKC rifles
and a K-54 colt. Then we called the crew,
one byone, for a thorough briefing of our escape
that we had executed perfectly until now.
They were with us completely.

At 3 P.M. we came to Vung Tau as
planned, cast anchor and awaited the arrival
of our families. The three bound cadres had
slept off the drugs and the whisky, but were
being carefully watched in their bound con-
dition. Late that night, our families arrived.
At 4:00 A.M. with all aboard on the 8th of
November we started our journey for freedom,
heading south with 149 women and children
hid inside the small rooms, to avoid the sus-
picious eyes of the Maritime police we figured
we’d meet. Around 8 A.M. when the ship
approached the open deep sea area, a scouting
plane flew low, and evidently signaled to two
patrol ships which came after us. The motors
of the SONG BE 12 seem to outdo their capacity
as we raced away at full speed with 173 aboard.
Four hours later plowing through the high seas
we didn’t have any craft in sight. We breath-
ed the fresh air of freedom, and our hearts
tingled with delight in our happiness. After
two and a half years of communism and the
long hours of tension before taking off, it
seemed just too good to be true. The spur of
the motors and the slapping of the waves as
we cut through the sea seemed to be a song of
joy at their part in our daring flight from death.




We untied the three cadres and put them
in a large room, but held firmly to keeping
them under watch at all times. Tired from
the tension and wrung out emotionally, the 149
laid down on the decks of the ship in a peaceful
sleep. Our. plan called for a port-call in Sin-
gapore, to replenish fuel and drop off the three
communists, before going on to Australia.

After three days, however, we came to P.
Tengah Island, Malaysia. 2000 Vietnamese
living in this temporary camp danced and
shouted with joy when they saw our ship
and sensed what we had done. Kill the commu-
nists some impulsively suggested. But cool
heads took charge. To do so would have
marred the ideals for which we had fled. Until
now we had treated them like Vietnamese
brothers whose wills and minds were not their
own. We continued that by feeding them the
same food as the crew, which was better than
that of our families who were living on the
decks. All the three asked was to be returned
to Vietnam. They said nothing that would
show they had not accepted the ideals of the
new goverment and we made no effort to
suggest differently. Men must be true to their
own consciences even if it is erroneous. Their
families were still in Vietnam too.

At 7:00 A.M. on November 11th we were
visited by Mr Nguyen Duc of the NGUOI VIET
TU DO in Malaysia. He urged us to leave
quickly, lest Malaysian authorities decide to
stop us for some reason. He urged us to

continue on to Indonesia and not to Singapore.
8 persons asked to go along with us to Australia,
so our family grew to 181. The ship ran beauti-
fully, and we came to Surabaya port, Indonesia,
The Indonesian

and obtained food and fuel.
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authorities granted all our requests and needs,
and we took off from that port and headed
for Darwin Australia on Nov 22, 1977.

When we entered the territorial waters of
Australia, a Navy plane flew over us and we
felt we had found freedom. Permission was
given for us to proceed, and on the evening of
November 27th, a Navy ship came out to meet
us and lead us into Darwin.

The next day at 1 P.M., the SONG BE 12
cast anchor. We eagerly complied with all
formalities and minimum regulations, and
handed over the weapons we had to the
Australian officials. We asked for asylum
for the 181 of us, and asked that the wishes
of the three communists to be returned to
Vietnam be respected. History will record
the official grant of the Australian
Prime Minister to let wus resettle in
Australia. All of this took place aboard the ship.
Now we were to go ashore at 11:A.M. on
November 29th, and were escorted to the
Quarantine office Darwin. We looked back
at the SONG BE 12 from the outside, and she
seemed to bob up and down happily in the sea,
calmly sharing the air of freedom. After
22 days at sea you can imagine our joy to be
away from the smell of death and fear in our
beloved Vietnam. But our joy is limited when
we think of family, friends and countrymen...
still forced to endure the sad and miserable
lot in Vietnam under Communistic inhumanism.
True Vietnamese inside and outside their
beloved land will live and work for the day
our country will be free again.

TRAN PHUOC HAU
Captain and Crew of the SONG BE12. [

m Impatient of interminable wait-
ing, 8 men joined the Freedom
Fighter, Song Be-12, to
Australia.

m Ra di va tiép tuc ra @i, sau khi
roi Viét Nam d&n P. Tengah,
M3 Lai, 8 thanh nién da tiép tuc
cufc hanh trinh mdi, nudng
theo tau Song Bé 12 tim vé Uc
Chéu.

® |mpatients d’attente interminable,
8 hommes joignérent le groupe
qui tentaient d’aller en Australie
sur le Song Be 12.

ByseorLhnhyYrRIZEEES
-8 ADF—R b T PEEFEE,

ONG BE 12:

Hanh trinh tim Tu Do

Sydney, ngay 6 thang 1 nam 1978.

Sau hon hai nim rudi J trong tay Cong
<in, thinh phd Saigon mang séc thdi dau kh&
io 4u, gin nhu mét thanh phd chét. Tat ci moi

’ As ~ A ol ~N
ngudi déu séng mdt cach vl va, khong biét dén
ngay mai. T6i tuy 13 c6ng nhan nha nudc, duoc
s dai d8i chdt trong ch€ d6 hién tai, nhung
hin lai ngdy xua méi thiy nay minh khong con
chiit tu do ndo nita. T6i khong con dude di lai
iy ¢, khong dude ndi chuyén thoai mai, ldc
a0 cling d& dat, ngay cd d6i vdi nhing nguodi
than. DG 1a chua k& dén nhimg trai tai gai mit
3 nha nudc c8 tinh bung bit sy that. Chung
quanh t6i, moi ngudi theo doi rinh mo, ai ciing
6 th&14 cdng an tim hiéu doi tu cla t6i.

Trong hon hai nam d6, mei nguoi déu cb
¢ dinh thoét ly 1én ritng hay tim cach vudgt bién.
Téi rit may mén dddc 1am viéc trong nganh
hang hai, dudng bién d8i véi t6i rat quen thude,
K& ¢4 viing bién cua nhitng qudc gia khic ma t6i
ds c6 dip dén. Thuy thi trén tau t6i ai cling udc
mét ngdy nao d6 tim dude 161 di thoat, nhung
Ihdng ai d4m ngd tAm tu thim kin 4y cho ngudi
khéc, di rat than thién. Cong san da lam ching
+51 nghi ngd 150 nhau. Piéu nay khién viée két
tu mot dam déng ngudi A€ vuot bién rat khé
khan. Vivay, ban chi huy tau Song Bé 12 ching
51 @3 nhidu [in tAm sy va tim ngudi chung chi
hudng, hop lai tuyén thé vio cudi thang 7-77.

May m#n hon nita 1 tau chiing t6i chi ¢6
3tén can bd Cong san. Nhitng ngudi nay ngoai
chifc vu vé ky thuat con ¢6 bon phén theo ddi va
kiém soat tu tudng chiing tdi. Chung t6i hét sitc
dé dit va bé ngoai ra sdc lam viéc ciing nhu
“‘hoc tip t6t, lao dfng tt’’, dong théi ‘‘hoa
hop, hoa giki”’ vdi miy ngudi cin bd 4y, tao bd
mit hét stc trung thanh. Ba ngudi nay 1a can
bd ngheo ting du da bao nhiéu ndm chién dau
chdng @& quéc’’. Chinh vi thé, khi d€n Saigon,
ho c6 vé& kha bit man khi thiy ching t6i 1a
“ngyy’’ ma c6 s6 luong hon ho. Ve vat chit ho
con thua kém d& moi mat. Ho rat udc ao co ddi
sdng sung tic hon, cé tién an nhiu. Vi thé
chiing t6i thudng mdi ho di udng rugu ngoai
gitr lam viéc. Dan dén, chuyén #n nhiu nay

thanh mot théi quen, ho thiy ring thi€u rucu la
thifu mdt thi¥ chi cin thiét, 1a thi€u mdt lang
quén.

Subt 2 thang, ching toi hét sic khéo 1éo
déng kich that tai tinh a€ nhitng cén bo Cong
san khoéng nghi ky va thdy thi doan khong chi
. Chiing t&i khong bao gio di chung véi nhau,
it néi chuyén riéng tu trong givlam viéc, d6i khi
lai gid v¥ gdy 16n 14n nhau. Tuy nhién trong
nhimg budi chidu cudi tuln, ching toi hen gap
nhau & nhiing quan &n xa, hop ban dén chuyén
di lich si. Ai ciing lo 4u, dom ching nhing
ngudi di phia sau trén duong dén dia diém hen.
N&u dang tu hop ma gap mdt ngudi nao d6 cing
cbng ty thi chic viéc s& khong thanh. Bi mit va
kin ddo lic nao ciing vay bua chiing tdi trong
moi méi truong. T cach an mac, di diing, noi
chuyén, chiing t6i déu dé dit, b4t chude y nhu
moi cn bd Cong sin. Tit nhing tu céch nay,
chiing t6i cang ngiy cang to ra gin giii véi ho.

Trong thdi gian 4y, ching t6i chuén bi
t4t c& nhiing vat dung cin thiét d€ hanh dong.
Bao nhiéu budi hop chi nhim dic két lai mot
vin @2 va ridt kinh nghiém nhiing chiéc tau da di
nhu chi€e Vam C6 16. Sau a4, chiing t6i cd tin
13 cong an thanh dang theo d6i ching 61 va
nhitng si quan hang hdi khic cing cong ty.
Pidu niy 12 mdt trd ngai 16n lao, nhung vi nhan -
quyén va nidém khao khat ty do, ching toi
khong nan chi.

Néu tau Song Bé 12 khong phai chd thém
ngudi thi moi chuyén déu qud d€. Pang ndy, vi
gia dinh, ching t6i phai méc ndi véi mot s
ngudi nita & ho ¢ phuong tign mang gia dinh
chiing t6i dén chd hen. Sy viéc ngay cang t€ nhi
va khé khan, nhat 13 céng an dang theo doi
ching t6i nhu hinh véi béng.

Moi dy tinh da tam xong, ding 8 gid
sdng ngay 7-11-1977, Song Bé 12 khoi hanh tit
Saigdn di Phi Qudc. Sudt hai ngay dém S va 6
thang 11, chiing t6i khong ngi dudc, lo du ludn
ludn dé nang, nhat 13 ching t6i phi dua gia -
dinh di Viing Tau trudc d6. Con tau m§ day xa
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“Socialisme morose”

O VUTAILUC

Mr. VU TAI LUC, a 48 year old fortune-
telling researcher and writer, escaped by
boat from Vietnam in April 1977. He arrived
with his wife and two children on the coast of
Malaysia, and at present is living in the
United States. Mr. Luc has written fourteen
books on the political history of Vietnam,

the face of the money-class, and fortune-
telling. All his works were confiscated by
the present Vietnamese Communist regime.
“SOCIALISME MOROSE?”’ is his analysis of
socialism. This is not a theoretical work, but
rathér the author's tears for the misery
caused to so many human beings.

Since March 1975, the people of South
Vietnam had listened to the neutral reports in
Vietnamese, broadcast over BBC, the Govern-
ment of England’s financed radio station. Early
in the morning for thirty minutes, and again
very late at night for another thirty minutes, the
people were glued to their radios. When the
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unfavorable information to South Vietnam was
heard a few days before the fall, we realized
that it was already too late. The BBC station
had fulfilled its task. The only thing left now for
the people of South Vietnam was to realize their
destruction. Now they had to decide whether to
remain or flee their beloved homeland. For

some people this was an easy choice, but for me
it was a most difficult decision.

After much thought, I decided to stay.
This was because I love my country with a
passion, a love that is so much imbued in the
Vietnamese culture. But the price of remaining
was to witness the results of a 30 year long
fratricidal war, and the historical changes to
come. By remaining in my country the sight of
the real face of the much publicized myth of the
infamous socialism of our century was experi-
enced. Thousands of books have been written
in order to analyze or criticize socialism, and
millions of people have been killed by it. 1
thought it important to have a personal, on-the-
spot experience and knowledge of the real
nature of this socialism, even if it brought
danger to my life.

My decision to remain in Vietnam was
also based on philosophical grounds, somewhat
similar to the observation of Henry Kissinger:
‘‘ Any important political problem of our century
has a philosophical setting”’. Nevertheless,
I escaped from Vietnam two years later. Such
a decision, philosophically is absolutely ground-
less. It is emotional problem. In order to
realize such a decision, my family and I risked
our own lives, sneaking away from the armed

guards, and fighting the rough seas in an old
small boat.

During the two years I lived under Viet-
nam socialism, I had many experiences. When
the war ended on April 30, 1975, all in Saigon
exploaded with relief, roaming the streets with
the cracking of gunfire so loud and steady, that
it seemed like a New Year’s celebration. 1
watched what appeared during those days and
nights on TV, the many heroes in the battle
fields, the guerillas going through the Ho Chi
Minh route and the events that led up to the
victory of Vinh Linh. Women had been used as
liaison —messengers—, through the woods,
between squads of soldiers. Casualities were
high among these heroic women of Vietnam.
Pictures appeared of their dead bodies, long
beautiful hair hanging from lifeless bodies
wrapped in hammock cloth. One choked with
pride for these valiant women who paid with
their innocent lives the debt of the war of
others. Such sights and emotional pressures
weighed heavily on mind and soul.

The enthusiasm following the liberation
lasted less than three months, and turned to
contempt and resentment for the liberators as
the new regime began to structure their ruth-
less program. Photographs which just a few

» “‘Comparing to present Vietnam, here is the heaven’’, famous writer Vu Tai Luc waited for many dull menths in this island.
m “‘So vdi Viét Nam bdy gid, thi'thién dang 13 ddy 1" Nha van Vi Tai Luc da s6ng hang bao thang trdi chd dgi rong ra.
m ‘‘Encomparaison avec le Vietnam actuel, ¢’est ici un paradis !”’, L’ecrivain Vu Tai Luc y a passé des mois a attendre.

B _hTH, SOXPFHLLNGREM,
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months ago had made the blood run hot and
flooded the eyes with tears now brought only
passive facial expressions. Folks would view
them and whisper, ‘‘the pictures are real facts,
but that explanation is a pure lie’’ Spring flow-
ers were covered with waves of dry dust and
cinder it seemed, as truth and goodness were
choked and smothered with socialism, Vietnam
brand. I had read newspapers from the West
and in other various publications, the expres-
sion ““‘Socialisme morose’’. I had doubted that
this expression was as objectionable as some
writers made it to be, and thought it was over-
stated anti-propaganda. But now 1 felt I was
being covered in the sorrow and despair of this
socialism, and that it was engulfing both body
and soul.

Liberation had brought a short period of -

gaiety, and life was lived at a fast pace in Saigon
But now the streets became deathly still, hope-
lessness, the mood of the people, as they
walked the streets with down cast faces, their
foreheads furrowed with frightened looks.
Thirty years of war had grieved almost every
family as members were added to those who
would never breathe again. But now a further
family heart rendering, as political plans sepa-
rated family members in planned groupings.
The naturally joyous Vietnamese was no longer
seen, as every bit of happiness drained from
life. Socialism even dictates and controls, to a
certain extend, the superficial smile on one‘s
face. The morning noodles and black coffee at
night used to frame a day of happy people, liv-
ing and working in a quiet, heroic way. Now it
is almost dead. Saigon has returned to the face
of Hanoi twenty two years ago. ‘

One wonders just what kind of theory is
behind some of the inhuman indignities inflic-
ted on people. Young Mothers who had just
given birth, are lined up to wait for milk-
rationed tickets, distributed by Government
official. But in order to prove they are unable to
breast feed their infant, and to receive a ticket
for a far from adequate amount of powdered
milk, they are obliged to the humiliation of
having an official rub and squeeze their breasts.
Babies nurtured under such conditions can not
possess the soft, childish heart that Leon Tolstoi
would have desired. Hunger always with them,
they grow to fight in the streets, to get the
money for the needs to survive. The Mothers
do not have the energy to raise and educate
their children. The sadness of socialism does
not always stain the streets, but its gloominess
has innundated the hearts of children and
adults alike.
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Clothing now is so scarce that in some
instances family members or friends take turns
using the same trousers. Black potatoes are
‘mixed with rice to provide more bulk even if
nourishment is not increased. Pieces of broken
mirrors and colored chalk for painting the lips
of a bride on her wedding day, is a concession to
women. The tyrannical discrimination against
young women degrades the Vietnamese woman
and it is a girl in this kind of a society that has
produced the drama ‘“‘DRAMA OF THU
THUA” (in the province of Long An, South
Vietnam).

The opening of the drama begins with the

.double marriage of a liberation army soldier.

At the time of the division of North and South
Vietnam, he left his new wife in the south, and
went to the north. When he returned south 23
years later, right after the fall of Saigon, he
brought with him, his new wife he had married
in the north. After discussing the matter
together, the three agreed to live in peace, with
a triangle relationship under one roof. After
five months, the husband came home one
evening from his place of work, and couldn’t
find his wife from the south. He asked the wife
from the north, and she just laughed without
giving him any answer. That same evening, the
husband chased a snake into a pile of straw in
the corner of the house, and found out two
human legs. He pressed his wife for an expla-
nation, and she confessed she had killed the
southern wife. Not only that, she had cooked for
supper the breasts of the deceased, cutting
them into small pieces. Her excuse was that
she couldn‘t endure the hunger pains, nor the
triangular relationship. That night, husband
and wife worked together in the garden,
digging a hole. Once the hole was finished, the
husband shot the northern wife and put her
body in the hole. This tragic event is considered
to tell the political tragedy of Vietnam in its
story.

Sad events and experiences are the lot of
every one who treasures freedom. One remains
vividly in my memory. A lieutenant from the
regular army of North Vietnam committed
suicide by poisoning himself. He did this at a
tomb in a French cemetery in Saigon. On top of
the beautiful tombstone was found the suicide
note addressed to the soldier‘s Mother :

‘““‘Mother, 10 years have passed since I was
sent to the ‘‘B”’ Battle line. Since then we
have not met. How often I wanted to see your
face just once more, but I could not get
leave permission. I wanted to purchase a

sweater to send to you, but never could
gather enough money. If I could sell half
the tombstone on which I write, it would be
enough to make a litte bamboo hut for you.
But now I realize it is too late. Please forgive
me. Goodbye.”

Pitiful ‘‘socialisme morose’’ is a fact. 1

cannot live within that kind of sadness. I saw
with my own eyes the real socialism in Vietnam,
far different from the fairy tales told of it. 1
finally understood that the 30 years war was
not 30 years of struggle. Without any regrets
of conscience, 1 made the decison to escape
from Vietnam. [

m Bamboo-hut on the shore of P.Tengah, waiting for 10 months.

= Choi tam tru tai ddo P.Tengah, M4 Lai, 10 thang troi cher dgi rong ra.

m Un abri provisoire sur la plage de I'Tle P.Tengah, 10 longs mois d’attente.

My a2S Ny TR, TIUFHBREV/NBTI0HBRESESRKRT TV,

Will fish that fed on refugees,
give hunger for freedom to those who EAT ?
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ESCAPE

Prof. LE KIM NGAN was one of 54 refugees
picked up in early September 1977 by the
SS MIGHTY. For over a month, several
countries refused to grant landing privileges
and the refugees were transferred at sea to

the SS NICHIDO. The story told here is
extracted from the book of the former
Professor of Phuong Nam University,
“WHERE IS VIETNAM GOING”’.

Convinced that freedom was something
that one should be willing to live and fight and
die for, I planned a way of escape from Viet-
Nam.

Toward the end of June 1976, fifty seven
people which included seven families, my sister
and close friends, decided to crawl from under
the yoke of oppression. We lined up the things
we would bring, and bought an 11 ton motor
ship, and began purchasing gasoline, bit by
bit. We decided to leave from Vung Tau on the
outskirts of Saigon.

It took two months to make preparations.
Three times we had to change the departing
time, but finally it was decided to set out at 4:00
AM on the 5th of September. As we were a
large number, we formed small groups,and
travelled separately, finally meeting in a place
agreed upon, the house of a friend. On Sep. 3rd
the first group arrived at Vung Tausafely. The
next day my group, disguising ourselves as
merchants and fishermen and in garb other
than usual, started toward the gathering
point. We pretended to be strangers to each
other, walking apart. Several times we were
questioned by the secret police on our way from
Saigon to Vung Tau. But all arrived safely at
4 PM in the home of Mr. A.  However, hardly
had we breathed a sigh of relief, when ‘‘Bo
Doi”’ (a communist soldier) who had found out
about our plan to escape, came to exact a bribe
for his silence. We had to give him all the
money we had. And now our anxiety mounted.
We knew of many cases in the past, of people
being arrested even after they had paid a bribe
for silence. We made up our minds to commit.
suicide at once should we be arrested. For-
tunately nothing happened, and on Sep. 5, we
began at nine o’clock at night, to go to the sea-
shore, one by one.

At midnight, we made all the children take
sleeping drugs, and they were sleeping quietly.
Each of us had made sure of the place to keep
fish, or of his secluded hiding place. It took
about two hours before our departure, and we
left two hours earlier than the appointed four
o’clock. We were examined at a check point,
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‘but we passed through without any trouble,
thanks to a sleepy-eyed unsuspecting soldier.

At 2:00 AM on the 6th of September, our
ship was pursued by two patrol ships. Turning
off the lights and keeping the engines at full
speed, we finally drew away from them. I
.couldn’t help but feel that our planof escape had
succeeded ! From now on I would trust my life
to Heaven. Now I am not in Vietnam | Here is
the space of freedom ! If I must die, better that
it be in the space of freedom.

On the afternoon of September 6th, we
were saved by the MIGHTY, a Japanese ship.
I cried...we all cried. Why do they treat us so
kindly, though they are a different race ? And,
on the over hand, why do our people, who are
of the same race, why do they treat us so
cruelly ? And why do we have to leave Vietnam,
our own country ? It is an irony of fate. We
want to thank over and over again the Captain
of the MIGHTY and all its crew, and to express
our deepest gratitude. We shall never be able
to forget for the rest of our lives, what we ex-
perienced that day.

On the 10th of September, we arrived at
Bangkok, but we were not allowed to land. The
ship went on to Singapore, but we could not
get landing permission there either. For-
tunately a family of eight in our group had rel-
atives in France. The French Embassy agreed
to guarantee their resettlement, and they
alone were allowed to go ashore,

Off again we sailed, looking for land... for
a country that would permit us to step on their
shore. We arrived in Indonesia and this was the
third country that refused to let us feel land
under our feet. But the Indonesia Red Cross
provided us with $200.00. Off we sailed to the
fourth country, begging even temporary
asylum, and arrived at Penang in Malaysia two
days later. The answer was the same. Closed
to refugees | On the 22nd of September, after
16 days aboard the MIGHTY, we were trans-
ferred to the VALIANT, and again started
toward Singapore. The parting with the
Captain of the MIGHTY was a tearful one.
Most of the crew were Koreans. We owed our

life to them. At Singapore, we were put aboard
the NICHIDO-MARU, and soon on the way to
Japan. We arrived at Mitsumi, where we re-
ceived a change of clothing. The waves had
become like the floorboards of a house. It
wasn’t until October 20th that we landed at the
port of Osaka, Japan. There we were ques-
tioned by Japanese journalists.

We knew the attitude of countries that
refused to accept us. We had been ‘‘people
without land”’ for over 40 days. Now we were
to be questioned on our motives for leav.ing !
The questions focused on the following points :
“Why did you escape from your country,
Vietnam, where unity and peace have been res-
tored ?”’ If he only knew, I thought ! I answered
‘“We escaped because we could not acept com-
munism which has no freedom ’’. Again they
asked : ‘““Why den’t you accept communism’’?
What a question ? I wonder if Japanese would
accept communism ? I tried to answer as well as
1 could, but it seemed so difficult to make the
Japanese journalist understand on the spot.. I
hope that this letter will help the journal}sts
know the present conditions of the ‘‘united
Vietnam’’, and understand ‘“WHY I ESCAPED
FROM THE UNITED VIETNAM WHERE NO
WAR IS TAKING PLACE’’ 1 believe I serve my
country best, as a Vietnamese who is looking for
freedom, to tell the truth as I see it, of the
present conditions in Vietnam.

When 1 saw many Vietnamese students who
came to the port when I arrived in Japan, after
having been adrift on the sea for forty five days,
I was really seized with fear. It was because of
the fear I had in my daily life in Vietnam before
I escaped, each time someone would approach
me. But after talking together, my fears
disappeared completely. 1 found that most of
the students had the same ideas as mine, and
they were the students who had made up
their minds to remain in Japan and look and
hope for freedom...These young students, now
“‘without a country’’ as I am, encouraged me
and treated me so kindly. It was so good to
receive fraternal love again. And also I would
like to thank the Japanese people who have ac-
cepted us so warmly. We, who have left our
own country looking for freedom, want to spend
the rest of our lives living sincerely, telling
the truth for freedom and walking the way of
living humanly wherever we are.

LE KIM NGAN

Former President
PHUONG NAM University
SAIGON I
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m NICHIDO MARU, the life saver of 49 people, is just landing at

Osaka port. .
m NICHIDO MARU, con tau ctru tinh cia 48 ngudt vingt nan cap bén
Osaka.
m Nichido Maru, bateau sauveur de 49 refugiés Vietnamiens, venait
de toucher le port d’Osaka.

mABECEET AENOL - ¥4 ALEEOIN—T

m President of Phuong Nam University, Professor Le Kim Ngan. ‘
| Vién trudng dai hoc Phuang Nam : Gido su Lé Kim Ngén.
w Professeur Le Kim Ngan, I’ angien président de I’université

Phuong Nam.
mBHOEEAESL - F4 - HEE



Miserable days on the sea

[J TRAN HOANG

Like helpless leaves adrift in calm or stormy
seas, the ‘‘Boat People’ have met icy
indifference and brutal heartlessness of
passing ship-Captains and port authorities.

Mr. Tran Hoang lived in spite of this
inhuman irrvesponsibility, and tells of his
surviving drift to freedom on Malaysia’s
shores.

The total lack of sympathy for the
refugee in distress, crushed our spirits during
the 13 days and nights adrift in our little boat.
Leaving Vietnam soon proved a frightening
experience, as the tiny craft was hurled,
seemingly sky high, in preparation for a
terrorizing drop, that we thought would land us
at the bottom of the ocean.

As long as I live, unable will I be to
forget the heroism of Mr. Pai. In spite of angry
seas, he set off alone on a tiny raft in search of
help. His courage strengthened what little hope
and perseverance we had. But a Thailand ship
soon drained us of that hope, when it crushed in
the front of our boat, and sailed on in utter
indifference. We had fled to be free, to tell the
world of Vietnam’s crucifixion and our own. But
how soon we were to learn that the world was
not listening, and cared not at all if we died or
survived.

We had prepared well for the escape by
night. Three days and nights,we had planned,
would bring us to Malaysia shores. But we had
not figured on the greed of the one who sold us
the ship’s motor. After three days at sea, the
faulty motor broke down. Seventy two people
almost drowned a hundred times over, because
of the failure to repair the motor. The hunger
for profits makes men heartless and the cause of
misery and death.

Night and day, over and over, we drifted
slowly on the seas, with ships from free nations
frequently passing us by. The shame of those
who captained these ships... from Denmark,
Poland, Japan, America, England and other
free nations. Deck hands waved limp greetings,
as they were forced along with the murderous
decision of their captain. The International law
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of the sea, obliging ships to go to the aid of
those in distress, were ignored, not by one, but
by all. What a tragedy that the tradition of
responding to an S.0.S has been ignored, by
those whose rule of action is the profit motive
alone.

Some refugees waved weakly, to return
the greeting of deck hands. Others ignored it,
scorned it, or suppressed anger at the in-
humanity of it all. We were drained of courage
and hope as each of the ships passed on, and
were soon out of sight. I often groaned aloud.
Other gave way to loud cries of grief and
despondency. Two of the children began to cry
bitterly and steadily on the sixth day on. I
berated myself for having brought them along.
And yet, they were a big part of the reason we
had fled. What a future for youngsters in
present day Vietnam! The irresponsible
remarks that the refugee flees his homeland to
avoid labor or physical hardship is a falsehood.
We feel compelled to pass on the chance of free
life to our children, and tell the world that it is
impossible in the land of our birth.

Lack of food and water for day after day
and night after night, leaves humans devoid of
all restraint, but that of trying to survive. A tiny
bit of food becomes the difference between life
and death, and starving people have no in-
hibition. Thank God that we drifted ashore
before we devoured one another.

Never will 1 forget the sufferings, dis-
couragement and maddening nights at sea as
long as Ilive. It was a death that will remain
with me forever, as we thank God for our rebirth
and a chance to live as human beings, in
freedom. []

Nhiing ngay khon cung

trén dai duong

] TRAN - HOANG

Chdi voi nhu chiéc ld giita giong, ngudi
“Ti nan bldng thuyén’’ khéng nht?ng chi
chéng choi voi song gio hai hung cua thién
nhién ma con gdnh chiu nhing béi bac,

nhén tém cia con ngudi.

Sau ddy la mét dogn nhdt ky trong
chuyén di tim ty do'cu'a anh Ti rin Hoang da
may mdn troi dat dén bo bién Ma Lai.

Trong sudt 13 ngdy dém lénh dénh trén
chiéc thuyén con, tinh than chiing t6i da bi vui
dép bdi sy thd ¢ vo tinh cda con ngddi d6i véi
nhitng ngudi ty nan trong cdnh khén cing.
Chuyén vidt bién ndy di dem lai cho chiing t6i
mdt kinh nghiém hai hung, nhit 13 khi con
thuyén dang bi séng dua 1én d&n tin trdi cao dé
r6i lai réi xudng, tushg chitng nhd dem chiing
61 xudng tin dy bién sau.

Subt ddi 1am sao t6i c6 thé quén duge
tam long hy sinh cao quy cda anh Pai, ngudi da
chip nhin xudng bé bdi di tim ngudi citu trong
su ménh moéng cda bién cd. Sy can ddm cia
anh Dai da gidp ching t6i ting thém chit hy
vong va gi® dudc nhan nai d€'chd ddi ngudi dén
cifu. Ching bao 1au, mot chiéc tdu Thdi Lan
da tudc mat sd hy vong d6 khi ho dung vao mii
tiu cdia chiing t6i va lanh ling di ti€p. Ching
tdi da trén di tim Tu Do, dé& ndi 1én canh bi
déng dinh trén Thap Ty Gid cua Viét Nam ngay
nay va cta cd chinh chiing t6i nita. Nhung
chdng bao Iau, chiing t6i da hi€u ring thé gidi
khoéng nghe va khong cin bi€t dén ching toi
sinh sOng ra sao, vi ching thém d€ § chiing t6i
song chét nhd thé nao.

Ching t6i chuan bi thit ky ludng cho
cube vidt bifn va da khdi hanh vio mdt budi
t8i, du dinh sé chi’ m4t 3 ngay 3 dém 13 dén
diddc by b& Ma Lai. Nhung chiing t6i da khong
ngd diidc 1ong tham khéng ddy cia ngudi ban
méy tiu. Sau 3 ngay trén bién, cii may thuyén
hu ndy dd ngung chay hin. Da nhifu 14n ca 72
ngudi tushg chitng bi dua vao thé gidi bén kia
vi khéng sao 1dm cho mdy chay lai dddc. Déi
va cai chét gan ké 1am con ngudi trd' nén cudng
loan, khon kh.

Ngay dém, ching t6i 1énh dénh vat vg
trén bién, gap bao nhiéu 13 tau bé cia thé gidi
tv do d4 1am ngd bd di ludn. Td Dan Mach, Ba
Lan cho dén Nhét Ban, Hoa Ky, Anh Qudc va
cda c4 nhitng nidc tv do khdc. Tu trén boong
tau,nhifu ban tay viy chio y&u dudi nhd nhd

ring ho bi bit budc tuin theo quyét dinh giét
ngudi nhd thé cia thuyén tridng. Luit hing
hai qudc t& budc phdi citu nhitng ngudi bi nan
trén bién da bi cb tinh 1am ngd, khdng phdi béi
mdt ngudi ma bdi tit cd. Khéng hi€u ngudi
thuyén trudhg diéu khién nhitng con tau d6, ho
¢ con biét xau hd' vi sd hén nhat vi ky cda ho
nita hay khong? Tham kich cua thé ky hién nay
da gay ra bdi nhitng ké vi quyén 16i, lam ngé
khéng dip ng nhitng tin hiéu S.0.S.

MOt vai ngudi trén thuyén ching tbi vay
tay dap lai. Ngudc lai, vai ngudi khac chui thé,
n6i hon cdm vi sd d6i xit vé nhan dao hin trong
long moi ngudi. Chdng t6i mat din nhitng hy
vong cudi ciing khi nhin nhitng béng tau nhd
dan, xa cdch khdi chding tdi. Toi gao 1on,
nhifng ngudi khic rén 1én vi khd nio va tuyét
vong. Hai difa con tbi bit ddu khéc tim tirc va
ray rit k&t ngdy thi sdu. T6i dAm ra hoi han
va td van lddng tdm nhiéu 1an v€ viéc dem
ching di theo. Tuy nhién t6i td an di minh véi
I do 16n nhat da gitp ching t6i quyét dinh phéi
ra di: Tudng lai cda ching s& ra sao néu d'lai
nddc Viét Nam hién tai? Chidng ti cdm thay.cé
nghia vu phai tim ¢d héi cho con cdi dudc sdng
trong Tu Do, va néi cho thé gidi biét dudc thuc
trang clia Viét Nam, néi con cai t6i hodn toan
khong ¢ tudng lai.

Déi khat trong nhi€u ngdy da khién con
ngudi khéng con tu chd dudc nita, chi’ con 1a
lam sao sOng dudc thi thdi. Mot chit thuc
ph&m ciing trd’thanh quan trong giifa song va
chét, va khi con ngudi d6i khat khdng con. gi
ngdn can dudc. May min thay, ching t6i da
trdi giat dudc vio bd, tritdc khi phdi cau xé 1an
nhau.

Ching bao gi¥ t0i cé the' quén dide
nhitng dém khén kho, that vong va dién cudng
trén bién cd. Ching t6i xem nhu minh da chét
va nhd én Thudng D€ di dudc tii sinh d€ dddc
dip s6ng nhu mdt con ngudi, trong khong khi
caa Ty Do. []

59




Letter from East Malaysia

What agonies of heart, longings and hopes
scald the souls and bodies of ‘‘Boat People’’,
Jorced to leave their beloved VIETNAM. Mr
Doan Van Dien fled from Vietnam and

drifted into East Malaysia on Jan 27, 1977.
Here he shares his agony and determination
with his close friend Mr.Tan, who was
rescued by a merchant ship going to Japan.

Feb. 2,1978.

Dear Tan,

In my last letter, I wrote you about my
escape from Vietnam and about how my life
here is going. Today when I received your letter
I was deeply impressed. I agree with your
opinion about brotherhood and patriotism. Just
as you said in your letter, we did not cross the
ocean for money or material profit. We decided
to leave Vietnam because we could not live in
that anti-human communistic atmosphere,
which betrays our people. The convenience of
money and material things have nothing to do
with us. Money is a two-edged sword. Many
nations have been ruined because of money.

Many of our people have been caught and
killed, or put into a ‘‘re-education camp’’ for
the rest of their lives. How many have been lost
in the seas | We are among the very few lucky
ones... you drifted and landed in Japan, and 1
drifted and landed in Malaysia. We left part of
our hearts in our own home towns. My heart is
half empty, cold and hard, and I am so very
lonesome. There is no word to describe my
feelings. O my Vietnam, O my Homeland !

My wife is still among those who are left in
Vietnam. Lién gets up early and goes down-
stairs to put out the slippers for her husband...
butIam not there ! 1have her image so clearly
in my mind. She stands outside the house,
contemplating the dissapating happiness, and
is empty inside. This kind of agony has just
begun. Her heart has been crushed already.
When can we meet our loved ones again ?
When will | meet my darling wife, Lién , again?
We cannot listen to laughing voices or whisper-
ing voices no more. I have lost contact with the
past, and it has all become a memory. My love
too is just a memory. The memory is an agony
and together with the intuition that we cannot
meet each other again, it has become a thorn in
my heart from which I suffer constantly. If 1
should see her again, everything would pro-
bably be changed. Everything has become cold
and in the past. Love is past and everything is
ended. We have to experience parting more
than once in our lives. I could not help but slip
out quietly without saying goodbye to her. Is
my lot thatbad ? Parting became a bitter, sad,
pathetic, gruesome but beautiful memory.
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Whenever 1 recall this, my heart is wounded
anew. I have decided that I must use the rest
of my life with others, to shorten the way back
to Vietnam. In my homeland, there are memot-
able places, ancestors, my family, relatives and
friends. Forced separation from them is a
treatment I see as worse than those who suf-
fered under Hitler’s dictatorship. Before we
left Vietnam, we understood the true character
of Communism. I remember one time, two of
us were in a coffee shop, and were not free to
say what we wanted to say. Now I am free, but
if I keep silence, I betray my people and family.
It would be like a person forgetting his roots.
We don’t want to become like that. Let us con-
tinue to try. We never experienced such sad
things as we experienced when we were in Viet-
nam. When the communists came to my home-
land, we fell into the deepest poverty. Myself
included the Vietnamese people, and we did not
have one minute of rest and not an hour to
ourselves. We were made to work at hard
labor, and without sufficient means for sus-
tenance.

How can we who live outside of Vietnam
every forget these things ? These are unforget-
table experiences which we store up as treas-
ures, as we acquired them through our sweat
and blood. Let’s keep these experiences and
use them to help us fight for whatever danger
we meet. Even though our way of life may be
different, our purposes are the same. We are
comrades and friends, aren’t we Tan ? Tan,
this is the second time I celebrate New Year
together with the forest at this camp. I would
like to send you a New Year’s card, but they
don’t have such things in this camp. Please
understand my environment. So, as I wish you
a Happy New Year, I want to tell you some
things.

I left Vietnam on January 20, 1977. After
eight nights at full speed in our boat, we came

near to the Indonesian shore, and drifted to
Kuching in East Malaysia. Here we stayed for

two months, until a boat arrived with refugees °

from Vietnam. They had to leave because the
Malaysian Government would not permit them
to stay. Another boat arrived on April 4, 1977,
with extraordinary experiences behind them.
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NM-1072 was the boat’s number and it came
from Long Hai, Phan Thiet district. No sooner
had they pulled out to sea at the beginning of
their flight, than they were spotted by the sea
patrol. The latter shot after them, but fortu-
nately, they escaped. One was killed and six
were injured however. The one who died was a
twenty-four year old university student, who
had four bullets in his body. One bullet entered
the eye, and out the back of his head. Two
bullets landed in his stomach and the fourth in
his arm. The tearful father and two brothers
buried him in the sea. The younger brother of
Nguyen Ngoc Can was also injured. A bullet
pierced his check and flew out the back of his
head. Another person wounded was a pharma-
cist named Duc. . His sixty year old Mother,
wife, four children and his brother had escaped
with him. Duc caught a bullet is his back. As
you can imagine, there was no medicine or
equipment for first aid treatment. Pharmacist
Duc was the leader of the boat, and after two
days lingering between life and death, he
showed the others how to face death bravely.
When I heard his last words from the people
who had come with him, I was moved to tears.
He said :
““I have led my family and all of you to
freedom, and even though I die now, I have
no regrets. 1 am satisfied because I did
what I wanted to do. Please listen to my
final request. If you and my family arrive
in a free country, please become useful
human beings, and help the Vietnamese
find freedom’’.
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As he finished, he passed away. His wife and
children fainted as they held his dead body.
They respected him so much that they kept his
body on the boat for two days. Then they
wrapped it lovingly in a heavy military cloth,
and buried him at sea. Who did such a dreadful
thing ? Are those who caused such deaths and
suffering, directly or indirectly, moved to take
responsibility for their actions ? When the boat
arrived, there were five persons who were
injured. Among the injured was a little girl,
who had been cut on both feet. Her mother also
was injured. While the five people were reco-
vering, the remaining sixty-eight persons had to
stay on the boat. It seemed most evident that
when the five returned to the boat, they would
all be forced to leave. Sothey burned their boat!
In spite of taking care, one was burned and
another injured when jumping from the burning
boat into the water. When the boat was comple-
pletely submerged, the seventy-three were
allowed to enter the camp.

Around December 1977, a little boat with
fifteen people left Vietnam and hit a reef near
the west Malaysian shore, and broke into
pieces. Nine women and children drowned, but
six men were able to swim safely to shore.

Our thoughts at New Year should be hope-
ful and full of joy. But how can we be such
when our homeland and our people come to
mind. People are dying now and adding to the
number of dead. My reason for saying these
things is to encourage you and your desire to
continue the fight for our people.

Did I mention that the camp where I am
staying is in East Malaysia ? After the opening
of the camp, 516 persons have come here.
Some have left for West Germany, New Zealand
France and America. At the present time, there
are only 226 left. There are four camps in West
Malaysia, with more than 3000 refugees in
them. The Malaysian Government provides the
facilities in the West. There are some people in
my camp here in the East for twenty months,
without finding a third country as yet. Three
hundred and seventy one days have passed
since I came here. 1 don’t have the faintest
notion when I will be able to go to a third
country. Don’t you think this is a long time in
acamp, Tan ? We are living in a country where
human rights and freedom are respected. Don’t

you think there is no Vietnamese abroad who is-

not moved when he thinks of Vietnam, where all
human rights and freedom are denied ?
We shall xeturn to Vietnam.
Goodbye,
Doan Van Dien O
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The current situation of the
BOAT PEOPLE in South East Asia

The war in Indochina peninsula ended
three years ago. Yet for the first time in history,
Viet people have fled their own country, human
rights and freedom and life itself denied to
them. Newspapers and magazines all over the
world have carried the stories of a new people,
the “‘boat people’’. Who are they ? What is
their fate ? Many people have but a vague
answer to both questions. This book will try to
show the reader the reality. As one writer put
it, ‘‘Of all the horror stories in today’s world,
the story of Vietnam ‘‘boat people’’ is probably
the most horrible’’. If their little crafts reach
the coast of a neighboring country, they risk
being pushed out to sea again at gunpoint, or
they may be thrown into dismal camps, often
after being robbed, beaten or raped. Some
must exist aboard their ships, refused a step
ashore under penalty of a bullet. Chances of
being selected for immigration to one of the
western countries, after agonizing months or
even years of waiting, are slim.

I.REFUGEE CAMPS IN SOUTH EAST ASIA.

1- THAILAND

Thailand has over 100,000 refugees from
the Indochinese countries. Most of them are
from Laos and Cambodia. Vietnamese are
about 3500, almost all of them ‘‘boat cases’’,
and living in three large camps.

LAEMSING, CHANTHABURI. Itisin South-
east Thailand near the border of Cambodia. In
October, 1977 there were about 1300 men,
women and children all hemmed within a
narrow area off the sea, with the mountain and
jungle at their back. They’ve built make-shift
structures of coconut leaves or poncho cloth as
roof, or remain in the battered junks which
afford some relief from sun and rain. Well
water is there but not drinkable, and drinking
water is brought into the camp. Many have
been here over a year, and little hope of any
resettlement in a third country.

SIKHIU CAMP, NAKHONRATCHASIMA.

Over 1000 Viet refugees are in this camp 300km
northeast of Bangkok. Almost every one
escaped by trail through the jungle between
Vietnam and Laos, with the exception of some
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Vietnamese who had lived in Laos before the
communist take over in Indochinese countries.
This camp also is wired in and visitors are not
permitted.

SONGKHLA CAMP.

In October 1977 there were about 1240 refugees
here, south Bangkok, 160 km. toward Malay-
sian border. There were also 400 aboard junks
and boats hoping to be permitted landing. But
in late October 1977, these people were pushed
out into the sea. Following a pattern for the
camps in Thailand, this one also is fenced in
by wire and the inmates sheltering themselves
with most primitive means... coconut leaves,
wood, any thing to shield from sun and rain.

IN BANGKOK, there are two facilities to ac-
comodate several hundred people. These come
from the various Thailand camps, having been
accepted for resettlement in a third country.
Here the legal paper work is completed and
people readied for transfer to permanent
residency abroad. The United Nations care for
their essential needs, and there are no problems.

In general, life in the Thailand camps is
such that it is bare existence, with quantity and
quality of food questionable. Food allowance
amounts to U.S. currency, US$0.20 per day for
each person !! Furthermore the corruption of
local authorities strips the refugees of all
dignity and respect, not to say of any cherished
item they might have brought on their person
when they fled... and this for so called
“privilege’’. Refugees are confined to the
restricted area, and to keep the world in igno-
rance of all this, visitors are absolutely
forbidden.

2- MALAYSIA

As of October 20, 1977, there were 12
‘“‘boat people’” camps scattered on the
coastline. Each place was formed by several
ships landing, having run out of fuel and food,
exhausted by the long trip. Some had been
pushed back out to sea from Singapore or Bang-
kok, refused even docking facilities. They had
set out again for the shores of Malaysia in the
Gulf of Siam, having broken their engines or
their junks, in order not to be able to be ordered

back into the sea again. At these camps, local
police were sent to check them, and to prevent
them from leaving the restricted area. The
conditions in these camps are most primitive.
They live on the junks, sampans, rafts... or
huddle in some permitted areas of a beach
under tree shade. Exposed to rain and sun,
refugees built make-shift shelters of wood,
pieces of canvass and military poncho cloth.

The barely surviving existence is made
more distressful because of the interminable
wait to learn anything about possible resettle-
ment. The cold indifferent attitude of the
authorities to the misery of these people would
shock an informed world. No one is permitted
to take pictures, so the outside world can not
learn the inhuman existence in these Malaysian
camps. Local people would befriend the suffer-
ing ‘‘boat people’’, but are afraid to go near
what are inhuman pens. Kuantan seems to be
the very worst of the camps as far as énforced
security. The two camps in Kuantan are isolated
with wire fences. Those wired off are denied
sending or receiving of mail.

Refugees in Malaysia receive an allow-
ance for food from the office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
through the Malaysian Red Cross. It is
equivalent to $ 0.3 per day in US currency, and
questionable as to whether a person can long-
survive on that amount. Visitors are restricted
to the priests who come for religious cere-
monies, and immigration officials from other
countries, who come to arrange resettlement for
a limited number who qualify for a third
country.

After October 15, 1977, scattered
refugee groups along the coast line in the state
of Johore were moved to a small island 10 miles
off shore of Mersing.

The total in early Feb. 1978 numbered
about 4,500 in the camps in Malaysia alone. In
January 1978, even with monsoon off the coast
of Vietnam, 1361 refugees arrived in Malaysia,
loaded in crowded fishing boats.

3- SINGAPORE

All vessels which rescued the refugees
almost always called on Singapore, and asked
for permission to land. Since April 30, 1975, 456
refugees took shelter here.

In Singapore there are two places
providing housing and accomodation for
refugees :
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YMCA CHINESE KATONG CENTER.

Since 1975, up until Sept 20-1977, there
have been 107 persons rescued by foreign vessels
dropped off here. These vessels are required to
assure Singapore that they will be responsible
for the refugees, in the event that a third
country of refugees’ choosing refuse them for
resettlement. The ship owners must deposit a
large sum of money US $4,000 as an assurance
guarantee for the refugee. The refugee may
stay for only three months, to give sufficient
time for possible eligibility for resettlement in a
third country. After this period, they have to go
to the country to which the rescuing ship
belonged. During the three months, they have
to survive on a US dollar a day, provided by the
office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees. This is rather g
very modest sum according to living expense
standards in Singapore. Refugees are permitted
to walk around freely from their housing area.

FISHING BOAT AREA

The number of refugees here at any one
time varies. For instance, in September 1977
there had been 36 people. They lived on their
tiny fishing boat which had brought them from
Vietnam. The local police quizzed them strictly
upon their arrival. Daily the police called two or
three times, checking their presence and act-
ivity. They were absolutely prohibited from
leaving the boat. A group that had arrived
shortly after the fall of Saigon, had been there
under those desperate conditions for almost
three years. With the protest from local sympa-
thizing people, they were permitted by the
authorities to go fishing, and to sell their catch
on the Singapore market. Singapore did not
forbid people to visit the refugees.

4- INDONESIA

There are three facilities for refugees.
One in Jakarta, is for those being readied and
accepted by a third country. They are here only
for a short time in preparation for departure.
The other two are on an Island in Tanjung
Pinang. The refugees live in a warehouse of a
shipping company, converted into living
quarters. Aid is provided by the office of the _
United Nations High Commissioner for Re-
fugees, through local authorities and private
supply company. The allowance is US$0.30_per
day per person. Refugees can go out freely in a
human way, and visitors are not only permitted
but welcomed. Of course life here is day-and-
night difference to other camps in Asia.




5- PHILIPPINES

Although the Philippines is distant from
Vietnam, 1500 km, with the deepest seas in the
world between, the Vietnamese have risked it
all and arrived in goodly numbers. After the
Communist take-over in their homeland, thou-
sands have fled in tiny fishing boats no bigger

than 10 m by 2 m, and some arrived in the Philip-

pines. Undoubtedly, many had their little junks
burst asunder beneath them, and lay at the
bottom of the deep ocean. Up until late in 1977,
over 2000 had arrived. During the monsoon
season in January 1978, S5 arrived. There are
two camps for the refugees, preparing them for
third world resettlement. Life in these camps is
austere but fair, and the refugees are grateful.
There are about 700 in Philippines now.

- EFFORTS TO HELP ‘“‘BOAT PEOPLE”.

The world knows that thousands of Indo-
china refugees have escaped their homeland,
in junks, drum-can made barges and in almost
anything that will float and move. Undoubtedly
some are drifting on the Asian seas as you read
this, often passed up by dozens of ships, some
finding peace... at the bottom of the seas. The
life of the ‘‘boat people’” in Asian countries
where they are permitted to land is, in general,
very primitive. The first effort to go to their
rescue in an organized way was made by the
Asian Conference on Religion and Peace in
November 1976. In the declaration of the
Commission on Peace, Security and Human
Dignity in Asia, we read :

““In this connection, the members of
the Commission expressed their deep
concern with the fate of the refugees
from Indochina who are floating on the
South China sea without any country
willing to accept them, and with
practically no food supply. Since the
Asian Conference on  Religion
and Peace is meeting in Singapore
it would be a great opportune service,
to humanity and to peace, if the ACRP
explored all possibilities to help these
floating refugees, and also other
refugees such as in the MiddleEast,
whese case is one of the most flagrant
manifestation of the violation of
human rights’’.
Later, the ““Boat People’s’’ project sponsored
by the World Conference on Religion and Peace
and the Asian Conference on Religion and Peace
Chartered two ships, Leap Dal and Roland were
sent to South China seas to pick up refugees.
But this project did not meet with success
because of efforts to make it fail on the part of
groups and even Governments. In certain
countries, distressed refugees got into trouble
with  governments, whose primary aim was to
undermine the praiseworthy aim of the two
ships. Governments refused to permit refugees
to disembark from the two ships. The project
suffered from other reasons, and funds became
a major problem too. With cooperation and an
understanding of difficulties involved, the
project could have probably succeeded. But it
could not be successful with pressure from
every side.

@ Refugees aboard Roland.

& Dan vugt nan trén tau Roland.

B~ FLBREHEOR Roland &

@ Bateau Roland dans le programme de sauveiage.

@ Leap Dal and “*Boat People’’ rescued
at Southeast Asian seas.

& Tau Leap Dal va dan vudt nan dugc
citu vdt tai Béng Nam A.

M- DIFFICULTIES OF THE ISSUE.

Recent policy of some Governments
toward arriving ‘‘boat people’’ in South East
Asia amount to a ‘‘go and die, but not here”’
stand. Creeking vessels are refused landing
privileges, and towed out to sea if they try to
dock. If they manage to land before authorities
are present, one Government has patched the
ships so that it will float, and forced them again
out to sea. If they return, they are warned,
they will face bullets. Some have had to turn
about, with gunfire the result if they don’t.
Often these ships will then attempt the long trip
to Australia, where rumor has it, they will
receive a warm reception.

From late 1977, Thailand Government
ordered all arriving ‘‘boat people’ boats to be
immediately pushed out into the sea. The
Malaysian Government, however, agreed to let
these unhelped, unwanted witnesses to free-
dom, go ashore at least temporarily. Because of
this, the number of arrivals in late 1977 and
early 1978 increased to 8335 from1080 in 1976.

Waters off Cambodia and Thailand have
proven to be a corridor of horror, as fleeing
refugees are killed, raped and robbed by sea
bandits who freely operate in those waters. At
Laem Sing, 80% of the ‘‘boat people’’ had been
seized, and their sentimental items of ancestors
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they treasured, ripped from them, along with
anything of the least value. Local Government
authorities are well aware of all this, but close
their eyes, ears and hearts!

The Singapore Government has demand-
ed that vessels bringing in refugees deposit a
guarantee of US$4,000 per person, to assure the
resettlement of the refugee in a place other than
Singapore. This puts pressure on the ship
Companies and schedules of the ships, and may
it not account for so many reports of refugees
having their SOS ignored by so many vessels ?
Could not a plan be worked out which would
even reward a Captain for assisting people in
distress ? Or has this traditional law of the sea
been set aside during the agony of the ‘‘boat
people’” ?

Japan’s highly restrictive policy towards
the Vietnamese ‘‘boat cases’’ is only accidently
less frigid than the other nations in Asia with
closed ports to the refugees. Recently it is
reported, there was an instruction given to all
Japanese ship corporations which frequent the
waterways of South East Asia, not to rescue the
refugees because it would embarrass the
Government’s dealings with the present
Government of Vietnam.

(This report has been denied by officials in the
Japanese Government). []




World opinion on BOAT PEOPLE

This article was compiled by some leading
international newspapers and magazines from

informations of their own sources toward the

Boat People’s problem.
The following news and opinions could

show partially the true pictures of Boat People;
however, the positive spirit and good will of
writers did awake many concerned autherities
to change their policies and action affirmatively
based on Human Rights anf Freedem Loving.

The following quetes from several articles
listed will answer some questions often asked.
“Is the present government of Vietnam a
communist one ?”’. From the Far Eastern
Economic Review [December 16,1977] :

‘““We don’t want to drive our compatriots
abroad,’”’ said Hoang Tung. ‘“‘“We wish
all our compatriots to remain in our coun-
try to build a new life. But there is al-
ways a section of our people who leave
the country, who don’t want com-
munism.”’

He hastily added that communism
was still far away and that what was
happening now was just the overthrow
of an order. ““We are going to change the
lifestyle, but that is not communism.”’

*

Those who meet the Vietnamese ‘‘Boat-
People’’ find them, for the most part, to be a
most friendly, industrious and loveable people.
Over half the numbers who have survived the
seas are children.

‘“Why then the reluctance of others to
grant them asylum ?”°. The reason is from
within the countries rather than any serious
objection to the Vietnamese people. Says the
Strait Times of Singapore [November 30, 1977] :

‘“ There appears to be no end in sight
to the exodus of Vietnamese refugees
from their home country two and a half
years after the Vietnam war was ended.
Indeed it increased in March this year
when thousands of them began to flee
their country in small fishing craft, and
the flow has continued since. This has
given rise to a veritable floating popu-
lation of some 7,000 dubbed the ‘‘boat
people’” of Vietnam. Virtually prisoners
of their boat, they have subsisted for
months under the most miserable con-

ditions in open vessels while awaiting
a decision on their fate. As with refugee
-problems anywhere else, it is a mo-
numental humanitarian problem that
cries out for humane treatment.

The recent refugee arrivals in the
north coast of Australia, uninvited
and worse, unknown to the authorities—
nine boatloads with 317 refugees have
arrived in the past week — have sparked
off outcries from some sectors of the
population for a greater surveillance
of the country’s isolated north and north
western coasts and steps to stem the
inflow of illegal boat landings amidst
fear that an ‘‘armada’ of Vietnamese
refugees are on their way to Australia.
This plus the the latest arrival of 177
refugees on board what is believed to be
a hi-jacked Vietnamese trawler promises to
be a hot political potato for the Fraser
Government on the eve of the Australian
election. Controversy over the arrival
of the refugees has already prompted
against the ‘‘illegal entrants.”” The
strong negative attitude towards the
refugees is doubtless directly linked
with the current economic conditions
where unemployment is the main
Australian worry. A government’s
first responsibility is clearly to its people.
The crux of the matter, however, is
whether the government of the day
will show compassion and accept a fair
quota of Vietnam’s ‘‘boat people”
while assuring the Australian public
that additional refugees could be
admitted without too great an economic
price. ”’

*

‘“‘Boat People’® who survive the seas are
believed to be less than half of the number
who flee. Resettlement is all in Western
nations and Australia. ‘““Why are Asians in
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need totally ignored by Asian neighbors ?°°
The most affluent nation in Asia, Japan has set
the pattern by her refusal to assume
international responsibility for any ome but
Japanese. @ Writer Tokye Chief Andrew
Malcolm of the New York Times :

........................................ interviews
with Government officials and refugee
workers here reveal that Japan has
decided not to change its policy toward
these so-called ‘‘boat people.”” They will
still be forbidden to settle permanently.
And before freighter captains can bring
in refugees they have picked up at sea,
they will still be required to obtain
a written guarantee from their home
Government assuming responsibility
for resettling the refugees elsewhere.

Japanese ships arriving with refugees
are required to get the guarantee from
the United Nations commission....

This nation’s policies have drawn
increasingly bitter comments from
relief workers here who see the stand
of Japan, Asia’s most affluent nation, as
setting a standard of what is acceptable
for other Asian lands.

Despite a reported crackdown
by the Vietnamese Government, a new
flow of boat people is expected next
month as the Pacific’s seasonal storms
subside. No exact figures are possible,
but experts here estimate that because
of the weather and the refusal of some
captains to pick up refugees, only half
the refugees who flee by boat survive. *’

DU LUAN BAO CHI THE GIOI VE Ti NAN

Thé gidi da nhdc dén nhitng ngudi ti nan
bing thuyén v6i nhidu quan niém khic nhau,
phén dnh phin ndo cdc khé khin hay b8i rdi
ma cdc qudc gia phai ganh chiu trong van dé
ti nan.

Cac bdo td New York Times, Washington
Post, Time, Newsweek, Far Eastern Economic
Review, The Times, Asia Week, Mainichi,
Asahi, Yomiuri, Sankei, J'apan Times, Le
Monde...da md ta tham trang cda ngu’dl ti nan
bing thuyén bi dudi ra khdi dudi hong sung, chg
ddi trong tuyét vong tai céc ““trai’’ trong
ving Péng Nam A.

T3 Times cda Anh Quoc, Yomiuri cua Nhat
da néu ra viée vi pham diéu wéc qubc t& vé hang
hdi Bruxelles khi biét bao nhiéu thuyén tu chdi
khéng chiu vt ngudi ti nan. Nhlrng trudng hdp
nglidl ti nan dugc vét cho biét, tau vét ho 13
chiéc thit 18 hay chiéc thit 24..., nhitng chiéc
trude d6 da lam ngd trude nhitng 16i kéu citu
hodc d&u hiéu SOS.

Du luén con manh mé cho ring viéc citu va
nhén ti nan khéng thé& dudc coi 1a hanh dong thi
nghich vdi cdc chinh quyén hién tai 0 Péng
Duong. T3 Times con nhic dén vai trudng hdp
tan Trung Cong vét ngudi ti nan. TS Mainichi
(Nhat Bin) ciing néi dén viéc cé chi’ thi cia

chinh phl dén cic hang tau Nhit qua lai ving
bién Dong Nam A khong nén cdu vt ngudi ti
nan dang lénh dénh ngoai khdi nhv [am ngo khi
thay ngu'61 ti nan, t4t dén trén tau, diu quédc
hiéu va tén tau..

Su tiéu cuc hay mién cudng giip do ngu’dl
ti nan ddi véi ngu‘o‘l ti nan bang thuyén cua mot
vai quoc gla gidu c6 tai A Chau da bi két 4n Ia
hanh vi v6 ludn va phi nhin dao cua nhu’ng
ngudi chi’ biét hanh dong vi dong luc quyén 16
ich ky Dd luin thé gidi cing cho ring vién
dan cic ly do nudc chit, dong dan, that nghiép
nhiéu...dé€ khéng nhén hay khéng gidp ngudi ti
nan 1a diéu khong th& chdp nhéan dudc.

T4t c& moi ngudi déu nhin nhin vin d&
ti nan bing thuyen ngay nay da trg thanh mét
tham kich vi vin d& nan gidi 16n trong th&
ky 20 nay.

Véi luong chitc théng tin, cic bao chi trén
th€ gidi kéu goi ludng tAim nhén loai va cdc chinh
phu lién hé gidi quyét mau chéng van dé
nguditi nan Pong Duwong. Pay la mc}t thu thach
16n lao cho Iy twdng Ty Do, Dan Chu ma nhan
loai dang theo dudi. Ly tu’dng nay sé dudc 501
sang mot 1An nita hay bi quén lang vi quyén
161 ich ky trudc mét.

V&n d& nay hoan todn nim & méi chiing ta.[]
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THE WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

Will the U.S. Welcome Indochina’s Refugees?

WASHINGTON — “Give me
your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to
breathe free,”” proclaims the
lady who stands, with torch
thrust proudly skyward, on
Liberty Island in New York
harbor.

And they have come by the
thousands. Jews from Hitler’s
Germany; Hungarian Freedom
Fighters who fought Russian
tanks in Budapest; Cubans
who opposed Castro.

Now, the nation’s willingness
to open its arms to the world’s
homeless is about to be tested
again. At this moment, the
Carter Administration is try-
ing to hammer out a com-
prehensive policy on refugees.
But the President's advisers
are hung up over what to do
about the thousands of refu-
gees who have fled Indochina
since the Communists took
over Laos, Vietnam and Cam-
bodia.

The United States has al-
ready approved, on an emer-
gency basis, the admission of
172,000 Indochinese refugees
into this country since Saigon
fell in April 1975, But thou-
sands upon thousands more
are crammed like sardines
into squalid camps in Thai-
land, Malaysia and elsewhere.

Their only route out of the
limbo in which they are
trapped appears to be emigra-
tion to other nations. Bul no
country has been willing to
step forward and accept them.

In preparation for testimony
before Congress, the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service
recently sent investigator Mi-
chael Harpold to Southeast
Asia on a fact-finding mission.
He has compiled a compelling
eye-witness- account of the
trials the ‘boat people” have

By JACK ANDERSON

undergone in their flights to
freedom.

Harpold and his boss, INS
Commissioner Leonel Castillo,
told our reporter Ddug South-
erland they have been waiting
since Jan. 24 to make public
the account. Meanwhile, we
have obtained a copy of the
document.

In Songkla, Thailand, Harp-
old spoke to a group of Viet-
namese refugees who had fled
in a 34-foot fishing boat.
‘*Aboard it were 13 men, five
women and 16 children,”
wrote the investigator. ‘‘Most
were sick because they had
been reduced to drinking sea
water. Many of the children, in
particular, were ill. The boat’s
engine was not working. They
had only 20 kilos of rice leit,
about enough for one day.”

The night before they ar-
rived in Thailand, the refugees
were intercepted by Thai pi-
rates who robhed them of
watches and jewelry. Had they
been turned away {rom Thai-
land, the refugees said, they
had intended to sail on to Aus-
tralia, some 31,000 nautical
miles away.

Three refugee boats which
arrived at Trengenu. Ma-
laysia, Harpold found., were
told to ride at anchor at the
rmouth of a nearby river. “Dur-
ing the night, a storm came up
and one of the boats broke an-
chor and capsized. There were
21 refugees aboard. Fifteen of
them drowned and only six
were able to swim to shore.
We found that drownings and
piracy are the most frequent
hazards the boat people face.”

While in Singapore, Harpold
heard of a boat carrying 27
Vietnamese refugees which
had been rescued by a tanker.
He hopped a ride with a pirate

and sped to the location, about
120 miles east of the Vietnam-
ese coast.

“We found the Italian crew
joytully feeding spaghetti to
the 13 children, four adult fe-
males and 10 males,” reported
Harpold. **Originally, they had
planned that only the one fam-
ily group of 12 would go, but 15
other neighbors who knew
about the plot simply came
along. . .

““Using a compass, the same
as used by our {oot soldiers in
World War II, and a political
map showing only Vietnam,
they set a course. . . and head-
ed out for ‘any country out of
Vietnam.” ”’

The escapees from commun-
ism, and the thousands yet to
come, Harpold concluded, are
truly facing a “life and death
situation.” And their ultimate
{ate, he wrole, is in the hands
of the U.S. If the American
people open their arms to
these homeless fugitives from
oppression, other governments
would probably cooperate.

“We should adopt and an-
nounce as policy,” he urged,
“our willingness to accept and
resettle refugees rescued by
vessels at sea and those wio
arrive by boat on the shores of
those countries hordering the
South China Sea. Only by
doing so can we ensure that
masters of commercial vessels
and the governments of Ma-
laysia, Thailand and Singapore
will treat the boat people hu-
manely.”

Footnote: Only four Immi-
gration and Naturalization Ser-
vice officers have heen as-
signed to the vast Indonesian
archipelago to deal with the
swelling refugee problem.
(UFS)
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PLEA OF BOAT PEOPLE

WE, today’s ‘‘untouchables’’ of Asia, half members on the
bottom of the sea,

HOLOCAUSTED, the world has yet to know.

But on we come, like waves and tides, out from the land we
love, in a new EXODUS.

GOD CALLED, to hold high up the torch of freedom. Qur souls
are His, we ’ll yield them to no foe.

ASIAN NEIGHBORS, our fight for liberty is also yours. And yet
you pinned us down in beach corrals and hovels, the decks
of junks and rafts the only land you’d let us walk.

Pig-pens you so reluctantly provided, are to your shame,
forbid to visitors to see.

SEA CAPTAINS of the world, you oathed to rescue those in peril
yet yielded to command or whim, reluctantly ?

““Full speed ahead’’, an executioner’s cold-blooded order.
Again you’ll have to choose between your oath and oath-
breaking orders.

Blacks flags of death fly on the ship you pilot, if you pass
by the junks and boats of refugees.

THE RISING SUN, it’s leaders’ icy hospitality, harassed the
ships that dared to pick us up,’ ‘dumped’’temporary asylum
upon the charities...

PEOPLE of the RISING SUN, rise up ! Undo the blot
your leaders laid on you

THE WEST, how great you loom within our hearts, as thousands
found a home within your freedom’s walls. You’ll not
regret the freedom faith that is our salt, as to you we’ll
pledge our loyalty.

PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, hear our cries ! Boat People

- untouchables - holocausted - dumped-but a power to any
nation who receives us.

LOI KEU GOI CUA DAN VUGT NAN BANG THUYEN

® Thé gidi chua biét @€n thim nan ctia ching t6i,

nhitng ké khén cing cda the'ky.

Ma di qua nlfa bi vii sau trong Iong bién.

Vuot bién ! Vudgt bién !

Chiing t6i tién 1én, nhitng 16p séng trién mién

vugt ra khdi manh dat hién !
Noi tinh thuong da bao doi gin bé.

#® Khdng hii s¢ truéc gian nguy,

Quyét khdng phuy long troi,
Gio cao dubc tu do
Hét sifc minh khdi sang.

Hoi cac ban lang giéng A Chiu ddng mén !

Chién dau vi tu do
chingta cling chién tuyén
sao cdc ban lam ngd

b6 chiing t6i bo vo

18 g6t chan 1én ciu tau giy
nhoc nhin

sg hai

trong tdp 1&u lup sup,
khéng mot ai dén thim

vi dd c6 1énh cAm.

Oi x4u hd |

That x&u hé cho tim ti€ng ban.

Hai cdc vi thuyén trudng ddng kinh !
nhé chang 16 thé citu ngudi ldm nan,
sao cac vilam ngo

thdchayc6y ?

bd mic ching t6i chim.

Tan nhén !

Sao nd quén 13i the ?

Ma nhim mit nghe linh.

Céc thuyén trudng ding kinh !

Tau khong citu ching ti,

s& mang mau chét chéc.

& Hdicic ban Tay Phuong !

16n lao dudng nao

rdng raila bao.

Nha tu do cho hang ngan ching t6i,
x4y dung cudc doi mdi

chiing t61 khdng bao gio nging,

céc ban cling ding ngung.

Vi,

Ty Do clia ban,

va Ty Do ctia ching t6i

tron cudc ddi nhd mai.

Hai con chdu Thai Duong thin nit !
Diy uy quyén va tién cla

Hay diing day yéu cau,

cac nha lanh dao v6 tam

1am khé d€ tau be.

Hay citu v6t ching t6i vi nhan dao.

Hai cac din tde trén thé'gidi !
vi luong tam nhan loai

Hay nghe tiéng kéu chiing t6i
*“Ngudi vugt bién,

dan vugt nan bing thuyén,

bi bac dai,

bi bd roi,

sdng trong thdm hai’’.
Nhung ai nhan chiing t6i
Phudce difc thit mudn van !

'7 2 , Y . " Y - . ‘i ’n = P= gan
Bao nhiéu chiéc 84 chim su dudi day bién ? Nhi&u thang chd doi trén nhilng con thuyén ciu tinh ! Bn ¢iip doc bai Songkhla, Théi; nhung sé phai di

Bugc neo tam tai Laemsing, Thai Lan. 6 thang ché dgi, deng tam chdi trd ndng mua (S.Rengit

e

Kéo thuyEn ban chét may vuet thoat |
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